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AESTRACT o
in analysis of a student attitude questionnaire
administered in the spring of 1970 to studentg in 39 secondary
schools in the state of Utah reflects attitudes which students bring
to foreign language classrocms. Results of the survey indicate that
students share positive attitudes toward language study both before
and after enrollment in a language program. Loss of interest in the
subject is noted to be the primary cause of student dropouts. The
contents of the paper include: (1) nature of the survey, (2) review
of the literature, (3) the student foreign language attitude
questionnaire, (4) results of the study, and (5) conclusions and
recommendations. Appendixes contain the foreign langudge attitude
questionnaires and.other pertinent data. A selected bibliography is
included. (RL)
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The Problem
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o need tTo learn use foreign languages

foreign lanquage

funded programs in

education and the sfudy of languages blossomed ’
As America's own space program surged ahead and won the race t

ol Iments in foreign iaﬂgusgés

in the state of Utah and in the nation have-de;ljﬁed. Many junior
filgh schools and zome senior high schools have dropped foreign
language programs from_their curficulum. Some schools offer only one
foreign Ianggagg, others offer none. Students who begin foreign
tanguage study discontinue that ;*udv after one or more years,

recuirements of the various

ral questions.

universities.! This raises seve
. Why do z#udEnfszs*udy foreign languages? :
'Frank M. Gritiner, ”Ma|n+a|ning Foreign Language Skills for fhe
Advanced-Course DrQQQuT " Foreign Language Annals, |l (December 1968)

205,
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Teacher,

3. wWhat are the ;casons for discontinuing for2ign language

4. what are the reasons for naver studying o foreign languages

2. . What are the students' attitudes toward foreign languages

in relation to other. subjects in the school curriculum?
' 6. What do students like and dislike about foreign language

sTudy?

7.. What attitudinal differences are there among junior ang

on the’
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-senior high school student

8. VWhat attitudiral differences arc “here hetween males and-

females on the above subjects?
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and (3) to make recommendations for the building of f@%éigh,faﬂguagé

programs in the state,.
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D“|Iﬁ!qu|Gr“ of the Study
This study was limited to junior and senior high schoal
students in the state of Utah for the school year 1970=71 wie
answered the attitude questionnaire used for this study. The study
included only those school districts in Utah where at least cne 1
foreign language was Taught and where the schoo! distriet allowad
; 2
fhe study to LL conducted,”
Detinition of Terms Used
_! g .
The following terms which were used in this study are defined N

Attitude. The student's disposition toward foreign languages

as either favorable e or uﬁfgvar 0 e

Aiififi@ni The decline in enrcliment from cne iévéi:@% foreign !
language instruction to the next,

Dropout. A student who for any reason disc nf?ﬁuéd'fareign
language study once he had begun that study.

R JUHI@F Hngh Schoo ' JUHIGF High chog T wag "cdim p rised of grages T
scven and!eighf. It consisted of grade nine also if this g?adE:W§5
includad within the éamé building. ;

Ley§|igf_Iﬁ§Truéf}Oﬂ,. Level of instruction was the progression
made in f@réignr7aﬁggagé study during one year of high school
EA list of The schoo!l districts in Utah +hat Dafflilpafed in the
study and those not participating may be faumg in Ampénd:x G,
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doard of Education. The auestiannaire was administerad

Ten, oleven and fwelve., |4 consisted gﬁ grade nine also if ftnis
- . . L A ST %

SUSSE was incluled within the samé building, -

A2 L ' « ¥

¥
ﬁ‘qugafimﬁﬂaiﬁe,wgs designed by the writer with supervisory

targuage departments at the érigﬁam Yéuné}géiver5i+y
ang from ?hﬂzgﬁﬂﬁfjlié+yiz ;éﬁeign language fﬂSTFuCTT@ﬁ;-Ufah State
to twenty
saniar nigh sahools and nineteen Junior high S?hé@l%sfﬁ the state of

Jtan.  This was one-third of al| secondary schools that qualified

“fer tne study, A fen percent sample of each school population was
) 13

yiven the questionnaire, The overal | sample consisted of students

from economic and ethnic backgrounds of all types. It included all

egraphteal sections of the state of Utah including urban, rural

and 1soiated rural areas,

Type of Questionnaire

The questicnnaire was designed to elicit attitudes of students

Toward forel . languages, The questionnaire contained two sections,

tirst, Farm |, was intended for those who have never had a

fereign languaye course,  The second, Form ||, was intended for

students who were currently enrolled in a foreign language course, or

L . = N x = 4
had oeen aenrelled at one time, Each questionnaire had a code number

W
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for The school district, the Egﬂéaf?jfhé.sex of the individual, the

year in school and the number of years of foreign language study.

A copy of the questionnaire is included in the %ppendix.

Schedule of Collection

from the Utah State Board of Education between March 15, 1971, and
May 28, 1971, Each.school had no longer than two weeks to complete

=

The questionnaires. All questionnaires were refurned.

Eva Uﬁfi?ﬁ,if,fﬁéigfpdi ) .

5

The ,study was eyéluafed in terms of statements on (a) the need
and value of the study, and (b)- the objectives of the investigation.

The need and value of the sftudy. The decline in enrollment of

———

foreign language. students in Utah has been viewed from many angles,

" but never frgm_fhe standpoint of *ﬁﬁﬁsfuaﬁﬁ*- No attempt has been

i made to find out how students feel about various aspects of the -

_—

foreign languagé curricutum, This type of information is recessary

in order fo realistically find ways of stimulating interest in foreign

language study and to maintain fhafgfhfergsf during a long sequence of

language study. A study of this type would also help to ldentify

and to correct erroneous ideas, unrealistic expectations, or negative

attitudes that the students may hold, [n these terms the study

would make a contribution toward meeting a basic need of the Sfudénfs

as well as the teachers. b

i



Utah toward foreign language study and various aspects of the foreig
language curriculum and (%) to make recommendaticns for tha Luilding
and maintaining of foreign language programs in that state that
would be pedagogically feasible and desirable.
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Foreign language educators ole], hae high

ETTfifiéﬁ-iﬂ advanced foreign language classes. - édJL Tors have given
fl@wéry speeches and Lﬂduiged in much ﬁﬁéiuléfiﬁﬁ‘z eking reavons

for {hig aTTrff}Gﬂ, Few studies have dealt diréc?fy with the foreign
Iaﬁg&agé squEﬂ%‘ Whether his opinions are valid has been a question

in the minds of many educators, Many teachers, supervisors, and

v£§minisfrafar5 are fearful of The ocutcome of a student opinian

questionnaire. They feel that their abifﬂ?i&s,ﬁdignify and even

their jobs would be placed in jeopardy if students were allowed to

speak freely about their foreign language experience. Bam bergaor

summed up the rroblem very well. Studernt opinicns are important.

EQéﬁ The obviously most erroneous coriceptions of a r#udﬁnf cannot be
disregarded inasmuch as they help to déTéFmiﬂézhiS a%fifudé toward
TﬁE'SthECT;HE | |

The f@llﬁwihg is an analygfsAéf Fesgarch i -lated to student
attitudes and forzign !aﬁggage:sTudy.
Pépalia% in é survey of four suburban gﬁbiié schools, attempted

to dlscover the answer to four basic questions: (1) Why high schoaol

SFred H. Bamberger, "What About the Student's Point of View,"

Modern Language Journal, XXXIX (1955), 240-42.

dAnTbGﬁy Papalia, "A Study of Attrition in Farergn Language
Enrol Iments In Four Suburban Public aChUDIS " Foreign Language
Annals, |V (lé?D) t2=7.




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Differences,” Foreign Language Annals,” Il (IQ?D), ,S;—Da

STudents drop a foreign languar (2). What are the ocraediciable roints

at which they tend to drop their foreign larjuage study; (3) To what

extent do students! opinions coincide with cther evig
Te what extent do feacher opin:ons coincide with other Bvicence? Ho

coencluded that students drop

it iz too hard, they preferred anothaer ~ul e

intercsted in foreign languane e cownselor advised thom te drop

LIW

or they dida't 1ikd the teacher. He discovered that most dropouts

occur following the second level of study,

Qarflcy‘ag study vas designed tu .id 1fy differences in
attitude between continuing and discontinuing foreign lanquage

f attitude within each of the groups,

Y

tudents, The pos<ible change

tudents have for continuing or dropping the

)

the probability which
foreign language, and to ldérrlfy the gb@ve aCEéFdiﬁg to sex. Al
eighth grade students from two junior highs ir Palo Alte Unified

School District W£Fé:ugﬁd for the study. These were divided into

&

continuing and discontinuing foreign language qroups, - These two

-groups were then divided inte groups according To sex, Bartley found

that significant differences in attitude occurrad between hoys and
girts and a significant negative change does exist between September

and March for both sexes in the «discon f:nunnq group, She concluded

that the findings of this study Eleurly QQIHT the important role

Diana E. Bartiey, "The Importance of the Attitude Factor in
Language DerDuT A Preliminary Investigation of Group and Sex

¥ -
d
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Reinert's” study bagan with the assumption that "secondary
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dents enroll in foreign languajes because of a desire to learn the

[l

foreign lanquaqe and culfure," A distriet wide SUPVEeY was concucted

!P

in Edmends, Washington concerning

attitudes of foreign fanguage
students, A nineteen-item questiornaire was distributed fo cach

foreign Iang age student in the district. , 1he results of the

questicnnaire indicated that students originally enrolled in foraign
language classes beoause of a language reguirement and thus only

studied The foreign langiage - for iwe vears, The study concluded that

chne

E,\

ge tesz

uJ
f"_']\

foreign langue rs should be more perceptive to the ottitudes

of their stugents. They should gain community support and emphasirze

the nature of lanquage itself,

of the Mortheast Conference on +he Téazhiﬁg

D]

cmmittee |,

"u u

Foreign Languages, was assign cj Tha task of gaining information and

opinions directly from the students, Thay dovelopad a polling

instrument that fareign lang age teachers could use in their own
cléssrgéﬁ. ITs purpose was (1) to find out how students really
felt about the foreign language curriculum, (2) o ihénge-agpéﬁfé
of the instructiolal pro c;gs, aﬁd:(i)'f@ help correct EF%EﬁEﬁUS
ideas, &ﬁ&@@féfiﬁﬁ% or negative att| tudes Tba1 studerts may held.

first was intended

b
o
.Cl
['"m
Lﬂ\
[ My
—
=
‘m‘

TIunﬂle contained two. sections

for students who were currently enrolled In a foreign language

b‘a:ry Reinert, "Student Attitudes Toward Foreign Language=-=No
Sale," Modern | ;rgg;ge Journal, LIV (1970), 107-12,
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E id
aTudy. : _
L ’ &
Dx;nﬁlagfiaﬁ and Administration
. 0 . . . T, .
A IQ1.er'“7wa5 sent to all district sup 3,:n1gn101?L of schocls
n-Utah from fthe State Foreign Language Srecialist describing the

Ting permission to conduct the study in Their school

project and reques
districts, Thﬂ final ‘selection of schools T@‘pa#%iiiﬁa*@ in the i?udy
was made from those districts where fo oreign languages were olready

part of the curriculum aﬁd;ﬁhgﬁa permission was granted to conduct The

study, G5chools were chouon from all geoqraphical sections of the stato

and included samples from.urban, rural, and isolated rural schools.

All economical lavels were represented in the sample as well as
representatives from the various miﬁgfi*w groups threughout the stote,

Table | indicat £s *he school districts and the schools that partici-

!pafed in the study and +he number of students from each school who

answered The QUEJIIGHWEIFE '

Where paﬁm s5sion wus granted, ctpies of the above mentioned

letter were sent to principals of secondary schools to gain their

support for the Sfudyxinrfhair respective schools. Appointments were

made with the principals and the questionnaires were delivered to the

achgﬁls and administered to Ae students by either the writer or by.

Dr. Elliot C. HEWE? Specialist of Foreign Language Education of the

Utah State Board of Education.

104 copy of this letter may be found in Appendix E.
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TABLE | .

=

Districts, Schools and Number of ‘Students that Parficipated in* Stuay

A

Jr. High

School District

Stuaents Sr. High

" Students -

Pleasant Grove Jdr. Sdf

Orem High ) 76

=

Bear Eiva% Jr. 65

Box klder
: ’ Box Elder Jr. g6

&

Davis Millcreek Jr. 72
North Layton Jr. 70
Sunset Jr. 55

Clearfield High 154
Viewmont High. - 215

&~

Emery Gfééﬁ\EiVEF High. 72
Granite Wasatch Jr. ' 85 Céffaﬁwééd High 70
’ : ' _Granite High - 107

Skyline High 171

Logan Logan. Jr. 52 ;-ngaﬁ:High ’ 69
Millard - 0 Millard High 59
Morgan. - Morgan High. 128

Dixon Jr; 7 IdD

Provo’
' Farrer Jr. 9|

Prove Higﬁ S © 90

Salt Lake City Bryant Jr. - 64
Hillside Jr. . 75,

Lifcoln Jr. 63

Southeast Jr. 52

East High . 136"
South.High . 153
WesT High 148

Tooele

T@aglé Jr. 7 52

Grantsville High 66

Uintah Uintah-High 58




18

TABLE | (continued) .

) School District Jr. High ~ Students  Sr. High Students
wWashington Woodward Jr. 69
wayne Wayne High = 52
weber . South Jr. * 44 Bonneville High 138
T. H. Bell Jdr. .18
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that there was no need for credit or that foraian

(K]

to tiis response wa

nc

i
m

fanguage was not a reaquiremsent for college entrz

People are lﬁflgarjéd by Those around thum. Cnildren have o

‘tendency to be |ike their parents and frionds.  Good teachers .ho are

we | | IlRéd by the é\Z‘E ts have a felllng effect on the students!
opinions and aTtitudes. Students are very often influenced by what
They +hink others! épiniéﬂg might be, Thé’sfuden*g may t entirely
wrong in their judgﬁEﬁfsp out it still influences fheir benhavior, 1
is interesting o note that whlle 45% of the students who had rot tokon
a foreign language felt that languages were important in +their opinion,
65% of their friends felt That foreign language study was unimportant.
Apparently they respected Their friends' points of view abave their

own. Table |l indicates in the Judgment of the siudents without

previous laﬁguagé study, the exfémf to which various paennle ronsider
? , o | 7
foreign language study important, ' e

TABLE 11

The Extent +o Which Vario ung :p
lmpur%anT Accordi

L@ﬂSIder Foreign Language Study
:%Udeﬁ* DP!H!GH

le
ng

‘I.UZI\

Peaplg Being “Extreme

I\;' ) Nc';)‘l' so o
Considered - Important

Important __Important Unimportant Opinior

f

wl:’,l“t

Parents - 10.29% 27.1% 36,00 12.6% 0.0
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not equal'fDD% cn the Tables are a éqlT of
d to the item |n the ques Tu@ﬂﬂalré, '
his report. '
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simultaneously studying a thvird language. Eighty-five percent of
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previcusly baan or were at that time enralled in 2 foreigr. language

course. Of inose stude 5 who participated in the study, 669 % then
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Ot that numbe

Nnses

13For a compiete list of respon
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question in Form |1, see Appendix
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Influenceas Yes No
Farenis 45.8% 51.4%
Friends . 48,6% 49,2%
Teachers 15,8% 82.2%
Counselor . 5.4% 90, 59
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Skills to be emphasized Desirability of Learning *he Skill

I nterested Not Interested

Being able to enjoy films in the 72.0% 25.8%
ariginal language.

e

g

W IH
“arhl
Tt
e
L
i

—
b

ble to read the classical 62.5%
u in the language,

—+ W
N

'§
tera

{%ul
r-oH
I
W
g2

Being able to read the current 73,
literature in the language, e,g,, ‘
newspapers, magazines, best

sellers.

L1 ]
"

Being able to write letters in the 70. 28,1%
tanguage for various purposes, e.g.,

business, social,

Being able to write stories, articles, 48.4% 50.0%
etc., in the language. ‘

The majoirity of students seemed satisfied with The type of skills
they were learﬁiﬁg, the textbooks they were using and the classroom
activities and homework they were assigned, Dissatisfaction was shown
in the number of outside opportunities *o use the language and in the
foreign lapguage club activities. Many af fhe-schagls iﬁva!;ed in the
study offered no outside opportunities for language use and foreign
fanguage éiués vere ineffectual or not in existence,

lﬂ'djscussiéﬂz-wifh foreign laﬂguaée Feachers and school
administrators prior to administering fﬁeﬂﬁuésfignnaire, one of their
greatest cgncerﬁsrwas'fhe number of items dealing with the forelgn

laﬁguéga Teacher, |t was felt that the students would use *he study



[

9
tc vent their feelings unjustly toward their TéazherE- The study proved
this fo be a false assumption. The strongest indication shown by any
part of this investigation was the esteem of the students for their
f@reién language teachers. All questions which dealt with the teacher
in any wa§ recelved very favorable support, Tab{a X s%awé questions

dealing with teachers and the responses given by the students.

TABLE 1X

Quesf:@ns Deallng WITh Teachers And The Responses Given By The Students
Questions _ Quite Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied
Teacher's personality : 48.5% 28,3% C22.2%
Teacher's ability to speak- . 72.2% 18.8% 7.1%

~ the !anguage '
Teacher's ability to help ’ 45,6% 32,19 20.3%
you learn ' )
Teacher's aval lability for 34.8% 39.2% 1,68
consultation outside the o
regular classroom

Even though :38% of those who fook the questionnaire had already

‘dropped their foreign language study and 5i% of those who Qéféﬁs+lli

enrcl led intended to drop their study fhe'fafi@wiﬁg s=ar, only IE;]%
of them indicated that the time spent Efudyiﬁg a uélgﬁ !anguage had

not been beneficial. Eighty=two percent of fhe STUdaﬂ%s lndlca%ed they

: Qére in favor of beginning foreign language study in elementary school

and 84%_Qere against the elimination of the teaching of foreign languages

in American schools. Théy were also agairit any type of foreign language
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rejuirements,
The second half of Form I was designed for those Efudéﬂtz who

had already discontinued their foreign language study or intended to do

£

so the following school year. |t was developed to elicit reascns for

students dropping their foreign langdage study after they had taken one
or more, years,

The main reason given for droppfng Théififﬁﬁéigﬁ language course
/ v ]

_ : . ! 7 [ A
was that they lost interest, Of thosejwho had discontinued language

study, 69% gave this as Eﬂféaécﬂ fgé doing so. Closely associated to
the loss of interest was a preféfenze for another éubjec#, This was the
second hfghez* reason given.for dropping the féﬁeigﬁ'iaﬁguage§ The third
reason was that the language s%udy;was no l@ﬁgéf relevant. Listed below
are the ten reasons for dropping f@ﬁeign languages given most frequeqfly
in this study. They are listed in order of frequency with the most
frequent reasén first and the percentage of sfudéﬁfs who indicated +haf
this was a chief Féaééﬂ‘fDF_dﬁDépiﬂg +heir-faﬁguagé Efudy.'é

-- I. | lost iﬂTEfES+hiﬁ studying the language. (69.0%)

2, | preferred to study another subject instead of a language.,

(62.5%)

3. The language .as it was taught was not relevant and worthwhile,
(6].6%) T . '

4. | didn't have enough time fo study the language as much as |

should. (60.8%)
5. We weren't learning to understand the spoken ianguzge.
(56.2%) ' :

144 comp |éte rank order listing of reasons for discontinuing foreign
language study is given in Appendix F,
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6. We tried-to cover too much too fast. (56,1%)

7. | wasn't able *o become fluent, which was my reason fur

studying the Ianguage (55.4%)

8. | jyéf didn't feel any m@ﬁeilaﬂéuagé was worthwhile, C54;9§)

9. | was lazy and didn't study é%@ugh; (54.8%)4?

0. All we did was memorize dialogs. CSQ,E%)

The reasons that had no bearing on fhe'sfudEﬂ#S{ decisions to
drop the foreign language were mar% evident than th they.do drop out
of foreign |anguage study. I¥ seemed evident that a student's décisjah
to d}ap his foreign language study was.not based on the advice of his
foreign language teacher, other %eaéheﬁ%; counselors or parents, |

Articulation!® was not a problem for The!%fudén*s. The move
- from junior high to senior high school or from one 'school to ané+her:
did not cause the 5+udeﬂ+s to become dlscéuraged and drcp their %areugﬂ

language :Iass. A dlfferenie in +he teacher's me*h@dal@gy was not a

; =

reason for dropping out. Listed below are ten reasons ThaT‘WEﬁ%

least significant in the 5#uden+'5 decision %c drop foreign language
study. They are listed with the least significant first with the
percentage of s;udéﬂfs who said that This-was not a:ﬁéééﬁﬁ f@r dropping -

their foreign language class. - S y
R -y : . . *
I, Another teacher advised me to drop. (86.8%)
2, | changed schouis=and the next course that | needed of the
language was no* avallable in %hé_new school . ;(84.4%)

ISArflcula%lon is used here to mean a coordinated fGFEigﬂ laﬂguage

“program within a school distriect including the same Textbooks, materials
and course of study w1+h|n a QIVEH language and in all of %he schémlg in

that district. ¢ :



3. A guidance'counselor advized me to drop. (83.3%)
4. All wé did was watch television, (83.2%)

e

My !anquage teacher advised me to dra@ (82.5%)

RS

h

“Tre next year of the Iaﬂguage wasn't affered in my school.
(79.8%) : '

7. Tne language was too easy and didn't challenge me., (78.8%)

%
.’

8. | moved to high school from junior high 5¢ha§l and the high
school teacher taught with d|fferen+ texts, methods, etc.
(78. Ip) - .

8. | wanted to switch to another language which | thought |

would like baTTer (77.6%)

10, 1 wasn't permitted to sfudy The l anguage | wanted Ta study. ;
(77.4%)

———

Comparison of Form [ and Form ||

One of the conTen%ions of foreign language educators has been
that the study of foreign languages has hidden.values that the learner
~gains és a bonus above the normal acquisition of skilfsi A]%h@ugh fhi;

study did not prove this point orieveﬁ af%emﬁT to do ss,:iT did show

a marked difference in attitudes between the student who had E%udiéd a
féreign iaﬁguage and the one who had not, |

i Table x”indiéafes three questions that appear on both forms of"
the quesfionnaifelana the percentage of Sfudaﬁfs from both forms who
answered the questions "yes." |t can be noted that both groups were
favcrabhle Towarﬁ Theée three questions, but fhésg who héd-sfudfed a

foreign language were even more positive than those who had not,




TABLE X
C@mpafis@ﬁ Of Questions From Form | And Form ||

Percentage of Students

~Questions
’ - Answering Positively

Form | : Form {1~

| f you had to stay in another country for an 72.2% . B2.1%
extended period of time, would you make a : :
great effort to learn the language spoken

There even though you could get aldng in

English?

How important do you think it is for Amerlzans 51.9% T 81.7%
to learn a foreign Ianguage?

Do you wish you could speak a foreign language  61.8% - 83.7%
like a native speaker? ' .

Both forms of the questionnaire asked students- to respond, in

their own judgment, to what extent certain people consider foreign

languages important.  Again a very méﬁkéd difference In opinions between

the two groups was shown. The foreign ianguage students displayed the

more positive approach. Table X| |ists the positive responses of both

groups and the people they were asked to consider,

=i
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TABLF X
A-C@mpaf: s0n Df>dfudhnf Opinions As To The Extent Various Pac Pl
CGWSIGEF Fﬂrh,ﬁﬁ LdﬂJUﬁqu Impor.nfr
PQDPIH beaing DWE{QEFédE  Percent they consider foreign fanguages,
. important arc@rdlnq to student aninjor
Form | Form 1|
Parents o s 70,28
Friends ©+ - , | -29,5% | - . 50.4%
NYoursel f o - 45.5% | 82,09 ~
Society . , L _ﬁ Ei;éﬁ : .:- 52.3%
Foreign language tedchers 80, D - 90, 8%
Other teachers ST 62.2%
Counselors . 53,69 67.0% 3
Aaminis%rafa}5' . - s51.8% 67 IY
: Suééﬁiﬁféﬂd§ﬂ+ I 45. 3 v 62.4%
}GGI Board - - | 46.5% . 04l 5%
— N
It can be ﬂ@TédgThaT'bcfﬁ groups felt fha# their friends had“
!iTTLe‘iﬂferegf in féreigﬁ languages, but ther ¢ is a dizTinc1 dlffGFPFCﬁ

-

in ho' fThey view their parents! fe é!lﬁgs Tﬁward foreign Ianguaqé; and
the greatest difference is id their own @ptﬁlgﬁz.
» . Alfhough both groups were against the elimination of Thé-feaéhing

of foreign languages in American schools (those unswering Form | were

72.4% against el imination of foreign language instruction and tho ose



ot wwering Form [ 1T, W ey
rovard roquiring fureigr language study,  To e S0 ahamn e L
) piven by both graupL foword foreign languane study requlreser s,
TAELE X!
Responses Against Forcign Language Faguirements
Question negat i ve:
studenis
. Farm | Form 1
. To whal extent are you in favor of requiring 57- 90 50,54
thal everyone take a foreign language at some
Time during hla scheol ing.
B gj . )
) 'To what extent are you in favor of requiring 70,0¢ , 77,58
- that everyone beg‘K\5=F'réi3ﬁ language fn
~elementary school and continue with that same
foreign language until graduatior from high
-schaol?
; - — N - - _ — — - - _
As can be seen, the more stringent thé requirems=nt the more
oppesition It recgived from the students of both groups.,  Both aroups
! showed favorable Fe%ﬁﬁ 5€5 T:Jard begi ﬂnlﬂq foreign language study in
elementary school and also toward an alternate pregram of four years
of foreign lang .+, The oppositian L in requiring

Them to participate in the program,

In a comparison of ‘“he fypes of foreiqn fanguage Shkills that

students wanted to achieve, {t w5 chserved that Form |

were agalin more positive toward the desired skitls, but also of impor—
O

IERJ!: ' tance is That both groups displayed an inferest in the same bypes of
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skills., Table XIIl indicates the desired skill and the percentage of

respondents from both forms of thé questionnaire.

TABLE X1

Desirability Of Skills To Be Learned

- Skill - ' : Percentage ot students

wanting . that skill

Form | Form 11
Engage in everyday.conversation o 75,24 . 87.5%
LisTen to news broadcasts ; E:.Zr 49. 4% , | 63.8%
Enjoy films o T ' 58.1% 72.08
Read classical literature . o | A8 82,58

Read newspapers and magazines ' 52.3% ©73,5%

Write stories and -articles "31.6% " 48,4%

In all comparisons that can be made between those who answered
Form | and those who answered Form || of the questionnaire, the
attitudes of those who answered Form || were more favorable and more

positive foward foreign languages, foreign language study and foreign

cultures and people.

Comparison by Sex

A comparison of attitudes was made according to sex with both

forms of the auestionnaire., Table XIV shows the number of boys and
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girls who answered Form | and Form || of %he:qgssfianﬁairgi

TABLE XIV-

Boys And Girls Who Answered Form | And Form i |

Sex o S ‘Number.of Students
- Farm | T Form ||

Boys ' 731 860

Girls = ‘ 564 : 143

There.was no EVEQEHTVﬁiff%FEHCé'%ﬂ attitudes between *ha.éays
and the girls who " responded to Form | with the eéceéff@n of the final
qQEEfj@n. It asked whighfléﬁggage they would take if they were to
study a faréigﬁ~iaﬁégage. The boys' preference was German and the
~girls!' prfEFEﬁCE.WES French. Table XV shows - the peréentégés_sf‘fhe

- language preferences for the boys and the girls who answered Form |,

TABLE Xg

Language Preference for Boys and Girls

Sex. o LANGUAGES

French German Spanish = Latin OTher

Boys 19,79 28. 2% 22.2% ’ 6.3% 14,19

Girls 27,79 19.26  23.2% 5,09 10, 3%

No signiflcant differences were found -In the attltudes of the



Loys and the girls who angwercd Form 11 o1 Yhe gucaticnnsin e,

A Comparison of Urban, Rural and Isolated Rural Diutricic

This study was conducted to includs all giographical looation.,
of the state of Utah. Districts were polled whero the ohilaren came

4}

clusively from an urban situaticn and also from-sTricily a rural

atmisphare,  Many of fhe glsiricis included in ihe Pnvantigqalion were

a combination of urban and rural elements., A comparisan of thaze
three Types of disiricis revaealed ro differences in the wititudes

“of students who answered cither Form | or Form || of the questionnaira,

- - Dropouts

Throughout the nation there is a concern for the continuance of

f@reigﬁ language instruction. The number éf»SdeEnfs who drop their
foreign language study once they have started in the program is high,
Table XVI indicates the Utah foreign language enrol Iments.

TABLE XV

Utah Foreign Language Enrollments!6

— — —s = = = e N — — — e e

French _German  Latin Russian  Spanish _Other  Tot.f

1967-68 8,610 5,824 794 392 9,033 127 .4, /60
9 9 212 8,952 77 o100

.
o
s
X
T
Y.
M
w
G
)
I
s
!
o

| '°El liot C. Howe, "Utal-Foreign Language Enrollments," Forai..
o Language Speaker, September 1971, 5, ' '
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In areas where local colleges and universities have foreign

m

language entrance requirements, students enrol| in foreign languag
Slaésészlong enough to meet the rEquféemenfsiéﬂdr+h%ﬁ drop' their 5+Ud§.
This is usually a period of two years. In many areas this is the
highest cause for dféppgng foreign language study. This investigation
iﬁéfcafés that the opp@%ife is +rué‘iﬁ UTEE None of the institutions
of hlgnar learning in UTah require .a foreign tanguage for ECCEPTQHCE to
ETTEﬁd This zau{d Qe fhe reason ‘that this is not a pfablém; Of the
students in the study who éﬁswered Form 11, 73.8% of them said sha+

7 éﬁTFaHCE FEQUIFEmEﬁTE f@r col leges and uﬁiVEFSITlES had ﬁDTniﬂg to do

_with their decisions to dr@p their foreign {aﬁguage-gfudy; Table XVI|

- shows %he level of fOﬁEIQﬁ Ianguage IﬁSTFuCTISn aﬂd the QEFCEHT of

- students can%lnunﬁg and dlSCQﬁTIﬂulﬁg their fare:én language study

2

‘during the next schaal year.

TABLE xvnl»‘

Students Continuing And Discontinuing Their Foreign Language S#udy
During The Next Schq§1 Year -

Current level ; - ‘ Percentage of Students
of Instruction o ’ e
. - B C@nf:nu|ng'7 - Discontinuing
Leve| | : 42,.2% 57.8%
Leve| 2 59.3% 40.7%
Level 3 40,0% 60.0%
Level 4 47.,4% 52.6%
9 : ‘Another concern of foreign language educators Is the matter of
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ear%iéulafi@n! It is felt that where programs are not well é}ficulafed,
%he students become discouraged ané 500N disgén*iﬂue Thefr féfeigﬂ
ianguage study. This 1nvesflga+|cn proved Thls fa be a false 2
as%ump*a@n from The sfudenf's point of view. Table XVIrl sh;wg three
questions dealing with probiems of articulation aﬁdgfhe percenfaée of

. students who responded that this did not caﬁ+Fibu+e TQITHeiF decisions

to discontinue s%ud§iﬁg a foreign language,

Counselors have bééﬁ blamed fQFApFQQFamﬁfﬁg sfuéenfs §u+ of
foreign Ianquage%zlasses This study indicated that this is ﬂé+ the
~case. Eigﬁfy—%hree percénf of The students salid Thug was ﬁ@f a
i@nfrubuflng factor in ThEIF decision to drop The laﬁguage FcFm ].
points out on the other haﬁd ThaT 44% - of the sfudEﬁ%S said Thaf no
one ever *gld them to faéé a foreign Iarguage__ C@unselars musT surely
= fakerpéF+ of the blame for this. | |
TABLE XVI 1]

Problems Of Articulation

Question o Percentage of negative response.

The next year of. +he fanguag wasn't ~ - . L 79,89
offered in my school.- 1

| moved to high school from junior high 78.1%
~school and the high school teacher taught '
~with different Texfs methods, etc.

| changed schools and the next course ' 84,4%
that | needed of the language was not '
available In the new school.
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CCHAPRTLR Y

CCOMCLUSTONS AND RECOMMENDAT JONS

On the basis of fhe findings of this Phvestigation o A Sy
of Student Attitudes Towards Foreign Language:z in Public Sacondary

wchools of Utah" the following conclusjons aré maae. Recaminesiadat i

]

are given and suggesticns made To meet the neads atuted i fin

conclusions,

Conclusions

It can Le concluded from the daie inat attitudes of siudents
are imporfant «and can and should be.measured. Today's student (s more
opinionated and sophisiicated than ever before. He is exposed to The

werld through mass communications and he has very definite ideas.

- -
.Y

These opinions or ideas are not always correct, but they influence how
he atfé, Té be entirely successful, a Teacher would gé&wgfl to know
how the students feel about foreign languages. |

-Sfudénfz who have never been enrolled in a foreign language
have positive attitudes toward foreign language study and people from
foreign -lands, but the data show they ‘have not been oriented properly
to uﬁdérgfaﬁd the need tg learn a foreign language. Because students
iﬁdi;a*ed that no QQElEVEF fold them to take a foreign language,
teachers of foreign languages should take the lead in a pr@gfém to
inform all sfgdéﬁfs as to The advantages of knowing a second lanquage,
Counselors and administrators Shéuld-bé involved in advising students
about foreign languiage study and asaisting the foreign TBﬁQQEQE'TEEChEF

in this publicity program.



According to information from the |nvesraga+t@n a de fnnxre_
positive change (n attitude occurs when a student has studied a foreign
‘language. They gain aggreafer tolerance for @fhéfqpéepiéj Thg; have a
deeper EppFEELaTISH for élfféran* aulfures and they are more wi!?ing
to accepT people as different and TD use their own Idnquag aglé mzans
of communication. Even those STUdEﬁTE who for various Feaﬁjné have
discontinued their foreign laﬂguage study, feel that fh;ff fime in the
foeigﬂ language class was beneficial to f%ém,' |

| The most dézlrable fGrEIgﬂ laﬁguagé skill to the students is the
éblllfy to speak the laHQUage, ThlS is TﬁElF$DFJmSﬁy @bjg:Tive and
expectation regarding foreign lénguage study. A disappointment to the
students and a probable éause.fcr a loss of iﬁfgfegf is not being able
to uzé the language Qufs?ﬂe of fthe classroom or after they leave the .
) séc@ﬁdakg school . TheywwaﬁT their Ieé%niﬁg to be useful and are
, anxi@qg to practice what fhey are iééfﬁiﬂg;l Tﬁig loss Df interest is
FThe main reason for dropping foreign language study.. |t comes néf as
a result of disfike for the teacher, but because the student is not

reaching his own objectives in terms of language use,

Recommendations -

—— ===

It is recaﬁméﬂdad that sTudeﬁfz be given an attitude quezfi@nnairé
in each foreign language class in the state of Utah. This sh@uIQFQE-
adminizfared by the foreign language teacher to his own students and
,hé;ld?hé evaluated by the teacher himself to ascertain the needs,

.problems, expectations and false impressions of his own students. -



44
Cerlcqum ﬁhaﬁges iauld then be sfudenT Q?téﬂféd rafher Than Teaﬁhsf’
or dlsfrlcf maﬁda+ed |

1 the STudenT wh@.hasnnever=sTudiegga féréign languane %s to be

énr@jied, a campaign must be iaunchedi§n each secondary 5§haal-WETh
guidelines from the State Board of Edhéafign Té coordinate the
activities. The campaign should concentrate on information geared to
the s%udén+ level and deal ing Qifh éd@anfééés of Rn@wfﬁg_a Eéiﬁéd

language. These arguments should be realistic and wifhjﬁ the grasp of

-every student. PubllClTy Jhauid !ncludé not anly SfudFﬂTS but pﬁféﬁjS;

:GmmunnTy leaders cecunseiors, admlnls*rafgrs aﬂd other™ Teacher should

:,be given IﬂfGFmETIGﬂ deal.ing wnTh erEIQH Ianguaga 5+udy

.;+udeﬁf5 need to- be given opportunities to use the foﬁefgn .
languages they are learning. Thelr own expectations indicate fhe desire
to Spaak the léﬂgQéga It -Is +heréfare reccmméﬁded that The fDllGWlng -

ac+|VIfles be .adopted as part of fhe curriculum throughout the ETaTe of

Utah in order to give fhe students more opportunity to use the language

These activities are suggested to meet Thé:éxprSSEd need.

1w Classroom activities should involve much ﬂrai-prac+fﬂe not
only on %hé-imiTéT}Dnand memorizing lavels, but especially aT_Tha']EVEI
of free selec+ian'aéd’:émmuﬂicafi@ﬂi SdeéﬁTs should feel at ease while
using the iéﬁggage-wifhfeazh other QiThin %hé limits of the vocabulary
They haveiléarﬂeﬁ_

2. A%Slgﬂmuﬂi; ;uf5|de the cl~.sroom should include task-oriented
projects. They should be given with the 1dea in mind that students must
use the language in order Ta_zampléfe +h§ assignment, This might iniiuge.

such, activifies as telephone conversations with native speakers, personal
3 :



[¥y )

given year. . o, : : .

ir‘erviews with native speakers, concerts, movies and blays in the

foreign languaga, eating at foreign restaurants where Thé’langLage is

spoken, purchasing goeds from foréign merchants, listening to lectures

by native speakers, taking a fellow student on a tour of a ldcal ,

f@urisf‘afirsgfiaﬁ and éxpfgiﬁ it in the language, or any other atfivffy=
that requires the use éf the ski!!s'im the Iaﬁguagé.. |

23:; La ﬂguége aiubs Sﬁauld be uFQ@ﬂIELd not @nly on an i%dividué!
school basis, but on a dlgTr|¢T basis as well. A state-iide foreign .
| anguage convention should be held on a yearly basis tfo éll;vssfudéﬂfs

to' exchange {deas to FmpFDV§‘Th§fF local Idﬁguagé clubs; to engage in

“acfivities in the - laﬂguaga and to meet g+her IamQuag% students and use

The foreign language with them, S . _ .

4, Foreign language fairs and contests involving all students
should be held en district,’ regional.and state-wide levels. They should
be axpénded»and éacfdiﬂaf@d to be culmiﬁafed at +the Tafe level with

all %alrg offering equa[ Dpparfunlfles t¢ students. fthUQh@ui Thé

‘state., All fairs should use the same Eanfesfs and aﬁ1|vuﬂ|es in.a

i

5. géﬂggagé?camps should-be part Ef‘*hé regular, curriculum of
Ianguééa léafﬁ{ﬁg; WEékehd :amﬁs-shauld be conducfed by scﬁagi dfsfricfs
several times during the school year and coordinated with The'lécall
iGufSééqu study. Eegiaﬁa{-gaﬁguage camps Ehauld be held dufing-fhg

summer for a minimum of one week duration. All actlvities should be in

the foreign language and Spéciél effort should be made to make them as

culturally authentic as possible.



. be o Ltudents, should be givan opportunitias *o visit the country
; ) €3

wierd Tha target Ianquage is spoken, This should be a program that

IUld ROt Just be o tourist ftrip through the country, but sheuld be

Geoulganined Thot students must use the fore gn languaga while in the

Student gititudaes are Imcortant, They arc not alwavs right in

thelr oainionsg, but how fhey foel and fhe goals they set for themselves

. give dgirection fo the way Thﬁy reacT This 15 frue in regard to their
Liridgn Iﬂéﬁuaq: study.,  |f fheir expectaticns are not.met in the
freine lanquane class, Hhiey Wil I digcontinue "fthFISTLde and offon
Ftute offior class:s to meet those goals. EnrolIments in foreign

panguages will Improve only when the neads of the students are first
g ] i .

ancwn and ther steps taken to meet them, Teachers of foreign langiages

use attitude questionnaires to fake the pulse of their students.
oy hould yse the information gleaned from thig study and studies of
simitar dasicn with Their own students, to formulate their own courses

i ostwdy that will meet the n needs of their students.



APPENDIX A

1

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ATTITUDE QUESTIONNAIRE (FORM 1)

Instructions

This questionnaire is intended for students who have never bean

“enrolled in a foreign language course, This is not a test. Your
grades will in no way be affected by your answers. You are being
asked to fill out/this questionnaire to help foreign language
educators provide a foreign language curriculum of +ha hisgheet
quality. One kind of information that would help them is an honest
expression of student opinion on this matter. Please lef your true
feelings be known. . This is your chance to "tell it like it is" in
your own mind. Thank you for your cooperation.

* * ¥ * * * ¥ ¥ % * # ¥k ¥ ¥ *

For questions one throuyi thirty-two, mark your answer sheet after
‘reading the question and its numbered answers, Completely fill the
area between the pair of lines. If you change your mind, erase your
first mark completely.

. Have you ever studied a language other tihan English outside of
schyoi? 1 yes 2 no

2. If "yes" under what circumstances? ,
| while living-abroad = 2 in.a language camp 3 at home
4 through television 5 other:
CIF "no" skip this question.)

What are the reasons you have never studied a foreign language in
school? Check all of the reasons that apply to you by marking
|l true. Those that do not apply mark 2 false.

5. None of the schools | have attended offered a foreign language
course.

4. | already know a language other ThaﬁvEﬂgliSh, so there was no need
to study-one in school. ' ’

5. | postponed taking a foreign language, perhaps until lafer in high
school or even in col lege. :

6. No one ever fold me to take a foreign language,

7. It was suggested to me that | Take a foreign language but | was
never convinced of its value.

8. There was not enough time to take a foreign language, as | was
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l4. My parents advised me not 1o take a

Jri lanqueaae,

150 My friends didn't take a foreign language and so | didn't oither.

I, My grades in my Englisi class were too low o allow me to enroll
for a foreign lang: . ;

Tt

i . . . ; . & .
T have an Qﬁgﬁ*éﬂ@ugh grade point average 1o allow ma To
for a for :

lanquage. e

20. One or more of my teachers advised me not +o take a foreigqn’
lanquage. h ’

2. | feal that f
America and th
language.

zigners should speak English when thoy are in
efore there was no reason far ma To learn s foreign

“eoDwill never travel fo a foreign country and s0 | will nof have ia
lzarn another language.

25, Tho occupation | have chesen does rot require a forsian languane,
p q a guage

Sa. L oean learn s foreign tanquage taster when | get 1o the couniry and
Therefore folt it a wvasis of time to lebrn & forcign languanae in

. Ine forelgn lapguage clea i5 on the
penple, Their culfurg and

" Su. ol oaian't need The arodis.

a foreiagn (FEESTS IO ST

o0 doe not know srvonie whio

ERIC . :
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St
2. My chosen vocetion anuy et requirs a forsdnn |
29, | am not going.on to colleqgd and therséfore will rot need foreiagn

language.

rd Time memorizing and lanjguage siucy i= octhing b
memarization.

The following are various zkills T“uT a foreign language coursn can
emphasize, Assuming .fhal onc day you might wish 1o take a f reign
language course, which of these skills would you be interestea in
learning?  Rate caun of Fhem by marking one of 1he five numbers on

your answer sheetas follows:
I great interest 2 some interest > wvary little interest
4 no interest 5 no opinion
3. Being able fo engage in an .everyds conversation with native
speakers of That languige.
32. Being able fo lisiun To news broadcasts in that language. i
55. Being abl= to enjoy films in the original language.

34. Being able to read the classical |iterature in that language.

Té' ature in That language, e.qg.,

36. Being able to write letters in that language for various purposes,
2.q., business, social. '
37. Being able to write stories, articles, etc. in that language.

Rate the following questions on your answer sheet as indicated.

39. How well do you think you would be able o' learn a foreign
largjuage? :

| 2 easy 5 n.t so easy 4 not at all
5 no oopinion

40, How likely do you think it is that you will one day be a fluent
speaker of a foreign lanquage
N overy likely Z

5 very unlikely 4 no chance

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Al How important doovou think o forsiagn tungus chfd be teowed in
cyour life?
I vary important < impoertant 3 not so important
4 not ot all Donz oepinion

Al Do oyou thinkrour lack
for many of our political Hlfﬂlcul iﬂv abroal?
bovery likely 4 possible 5 very unlikely 4 no

5 o opinion

ASc Mow Important do you thind it is for Americans to |oarn g Foredgr
fanquane.
I wvery importani 2 important 3 onoet too important
4 not important at ali 2 no oplinien
Mark the following questions on your answer sheet according Yo this
pattern: | yes £ nc 3 no epinion

al foreign language course had been available in which
the fime had been spent’ on the study of foreign culfure

44. 11 a speci
N(ils}: I
in Englisk would vaou have taken it7

45. Do you wish you could speak a foreign language |like a native
speaker? ‘ * ,

40, If you had ‘o stay in an@fher country for an agfeﬁded period of
Time, would you make a great effort to learn the language spoken

=

there even though you could get along in English?

47. If a foreign language other than those already tfaught in your
school had been offered, wou Id you have tfaken i+7

a8, 11 other chers @Thér Than those now tfeaching foreign lﬂﬁquaqﬁf
had taught the foreign language classes would you have taken one’

44, Are wyou planning on taking a foreign lanquage so ometime in the
future?

50, Vould you go out of your way tof 1;Ip or understand the problems
of a person who is not a native American?

,,_
I

© you feel that faking a foreign language would make you more
tolerant or sympathetic toward foreigners?

hould speak English?

W]
L

2, Do you feel that people who come to Amaric

o
[l

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

FRIC

PAruitext provided oy enic [

[ oyour judgment, to what oxiceat do the following peopla - consiver

foeign lanquage STugy tmpori«ni?  Mark ymur answer shoot as follows:
I extremely impertan 2z imﬁ@r*:ﬁt 5 no s, imperfant
4 unimportant 9 no opi
i

—r

55, your high school teachers other than foreign lanquige Teschors

iy, a5 a whaolo

97. yoursel f

8. school administrators éprin:ipal)

o0. foreign language “cachers in your noluol
61. the school board
62. the superintendent Qf'schagls

To what extent

n e you in favor of the following? Mark tHe answers on
your answer S

ar
eaet as fol lovws:
f

I very _much in favor Z slightiy in favor 3 not in favor
63. beginning the study of a foreign lanquage in el;méﬁigry school
64. having four years ofvfcreign language study in jurier high .nd/or

high schoci o

65. eliminating the teaching of foreign larguages in American. schools
66. requiring that evervone take a foreign language at some time
- during his schooling IS '

67. requiring that everyone begin a Fsﬁéigﬁ,lfﬁguagg in aléﬁﬁnfary
school and continue with that s foreign language untii
graduation from high school ~

68. |f you were to take a foreign language, whiih one wauld you
zhaase? | French 2 German 3 nish 4 Latin % other
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Read each question and its nu LQ ed answer
t_

ACRENLTA

s

THE STUDENT FORLIGH

ANCUAGE ATTITULE QUEST WAL (0

—

onnigire is intended for siuwicnts wic

ow enrolled inoa foreiagn language course
s will in no way be uff\uf&‘ Dy your anowers,

Your jfj &
askad to il oul This aue wwtionnaire 1o help foreiqe L
ir
+
1

i ahrricuium S b

i
cducators provide a foreign ];jﬂg!!;'!'_

Une kind of informa Bt woutld helo thom o an horest cwr reagicr.
o student opinion on rhis matter, ¢ lat your drue teetings be
known, This is your chince to "Tf)ll it like it i< in your awn mind,

Thank you for vour COTpara tion,

Fien

HOTE: Ma ny of the quesTions make reference to speuking the ftoreign
lanquage and its use in travel, efe., |If the foreiqn lunjuage
you are studying i- catin, X ‘ . :Pfli o
you. You may skip thom and anc 5 That
are relevant,

=
-
%

/ou have decided
ding space on the

which answer you want to make, blacken t g
+, t mark

answer sheet If you change y@ur mind, erase you
canpl etel ‘

. Which foreign language are you Efudylng now (or have you stud ied
in the past) in school?
[ French ! Garmar 3 Latin 4 Spanish 5 ather

Joo 1 you are studying more Than ane foreign la

JHQu5QF¢ (ofher rhan n one) are V@U
studying (or have you s question if it does

not apply.
I French 2 German

who can gpeak £ :age other than Brglish?

I vyes 2 i
Indicate whether or not each of the following influenced you in the
of The foreign langusge you aro studying, Mark your answer
as follows: -l oyes Z no :

4, your parents
5. vyour friend(s)

5@‘:y@ur high school teacher

/. your high gchagl counselor

s’



e
Yed

f. college entrance requirement
9. vocational requirements

What werc your reascns for choosing the toreign language you are
studying?

0. There was no other language available for study,
| true 2 false ' :

NOTE: |f @u'chézked "frue" skip to question 21, |1 you checked
Ty pTOq LY
~ "false" answer questions || through 20,

For each item listed below, rate the importance it had for you by

marking your answer sheet as follows:

I very important 2 slightly important 3 unimportant

I'l. This language is pre’*ier (sounc. better, ‘is more mugic:ai:xp etc.)
than others | could‘huve taken. 7 '

2. This language seemed easier than othars | could have taken.

5

3. This language seemed of great importance in +Qdayis world,

4, This language will probably be useful in getting a good job some
' day. =

15. This language will be usaful in my probable field of study, e.g., -
-medicine, law, teaching, graduate work,

16. | want +o visit the country where the language is spoken,

I7. | want to understand better the people who speak this lapguage
and their way of |ife. '

8. This" language will enrich my background and broaden my cuitural
horizons.

19. This language is (or was at one time) cpoken by my relatives or
persons who are (or were) close t6 me.

20, Knowledge of this language wil| add to my social status,

The following are various skills that a foreign language ¢ourse-can
emphasize. Raté the extent fo which you are interested in each of
them by marking your answer sheet as follows:

| great interest 2 some interest 3 no interest

21, being able to engage in an everyday conversatjon with native
speakers of this language
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INE I erltey aule Tl read The vlansical i ters LUiter b b i

oy being able To road e chrrent literature o fnis Pamnjiegn, w.g.,
Newspaners, madszines, hest sellers .

“be being able to write lotters in this languizge for varisus curpo
2.q¢, businoess, soci :

Ly being able to owriTe stories, articles, ete, in thie Fonnuage

Indicate the sxtont to which you are satisfied with vach of 1he
Folllowing aspects of your foreign tanguage courses by marking your
answar sheet as follows: '

I quite satisfied 2 tairly satisfied 3

atisfiad

8. the type of shill. {liute ening, speaking, reading, writing) you
were fought in the course

29, fthe texiboouks you have used
30. - the ciassroom activities

31, the language labnrdfary (leave blank lf there is no language
) i atory) :

32, the homework you werc assigned
32. the readings you viere assigned

34, the outside opportunities you have had to practice the lanquage

the information you received from yaur Teﬂchsr as to how you were
pr@gre;zlnﬁ in the language cours:

ol
e

\Ll’ll
ot

Sc. the way your progress and achievement were evaluated (gfa
37. the averalf amount of Time you were given for study
58, the Teacher's personal ity
39, the teacher's abiiity to speak the language )
40, the teacher's ability to help you learn (his helpfulness)
41, the teacher's availability for consultation outside +he regular
classroom ; ‘
Q ) _ )
ERIC 42, the fereign language club activities
o o '
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S4d. Would you have found it helpful te Be ablc to use

i

Fitn

CeilECFOUR ANSWERS on follows:

S Spuaking

3. Do you teel the teacher placed +oo much emp hi
l

the lanquang

more to express your thoughts oven if i1 meant « YRR
incorrect|y? '

A5, Would you have liked to spend more time discussing the cultur of
the people whose language you were studying?

o, Could you have F(fﬂmpll:hbd more 1f the foreign language vou ook
ltad been m:qaﬁzLLd in a different way? :

47. Do you wish you could speak a forcign | angua;? ke @ native
ker?

48.  If you had to stay in another .ccuntr for an extended period of

Time, would you 1..[ix o great effort to learn the language spoken
fﬁvre even though you could get along in Enqllzh

M
W
»

Mew' important is it for Americans to learn foreign languages?
| extremely important 2 Important 5> nct so-important

[
')

dould you say that the time you have spent in studying a foreign
language has been beneficial to you?
I definitely vyes 2 .yes 3 not sure 4 n

[
i

In your judgment, to what extent do the %gllaw|ﬂg people consider
foreign language study important? Mark your answers on *he answer

sheet as follows: . : .
I extremely important 2 important 3 not so impertant

51. wvour parents

22. your friends
53, your high school teachers other than foreign language teacher

54, society as a2 whole
55, yourself ' : :

%6,  school adminisfra?ﬁré‘Cpriﬂcipars)

[r}
o~
L7y

=¢h

f’n

5ol counselors
58. your fore.,n language teacher

59. +he schoo! board
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e,

iy,

Lita,

7,

I'f your answer was
the r
of theso questiond:

Lf your a

your
[

wat extent are you in favar of the following?
£ I I -
4

fnee suparinfenaint of scheols

Mars vour anses

Soan rol lows: .
very much i faver stinh¥iy in fayer ot odn faver
& : B

baginning the study of a torclagn fanmuan. i L
having four yvears of foreigr lanquage s Tudy inchigh sc

aliminating the teaching of forei: an lannuaacs in Amerioon oot
J g ;

roquiring that cveryone take o Foraign Tangnane i

during thoir schoali ing

requiring that

vone begin a foreign iPﬂqUSQF in elementary
5 f

schonl and continuing with that same for cign Tanguaqge und it dhey
qraduate from high schinol

[ram still studying o foreign lanc guage:.
I yes: £ no

ila

— T

To ¢ Qﬂ%lhué my foreign language study next year,

]

n
Y&s 2. nd
”yéS" to both questions 66 and E?j do not complete
uestionnaire. [f you answer was "'no" fo oither
pl@asa complete. the re mdlﬂder of 1

emainder of the

s, The gliestiaenairo,
nswer is '"mo" please mark those reasons that contributed fo
decision continue studying a foreign language as follows:
contributed greatly 2 contributed somawhat Sodia net
: contribute

T > language as it was taught was not relevant and worth hwhi e,
Thare wasn't enough emphasis on the people and their civilication,
There wasn't enough emphasis on vocabulary and qrammar,

I didn't like the +eacher.

| viould have preferred another language not of fered in my school,

The language became more difficult, and | couldn't keep up any
fonger, : S '

ed schools, and the language | had

n studied wash't %aughf
he new school. o :

The teacher was Too dependent on the text. -
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- O T e ko - - . e d
R A S R O 1 R T T IOl S UL fast,

T A e eaae
codrantt otewed The spogl b,

There was not vnough crsoriuni yofor individual proctice in fhe
fivhi,

There wasn't anough emphasis on reading and writing,

[ had all ihe fanguage | needed for colleqge entranoe,

Pewaliiod fo o wwitch to o anot b tanguage which | incognt i owenld
Fike bat ter,

The lanquage program was enouaqaf.
guag 9 : g

The Tanquage was too e

There was too much emphasis on Grammar,

The Teacher couid not maintain dic ‘oline,

There was too much memorizinc

‘LJ
. ‘LCI\

&, Spanish li and
!

Students-from more than one course (f
i hat wasn't very

[V) were combined into one class per
satigfactory,

The time necessary for language study was hurting my qrades in
other subjects. ’

thero was o0 much difference in instruction by different .

Peachnrs,
The next year of the Panguage wasn't offered in my school.

't was easy to make good grades without learning anything.

L just didn't feel any more Ia anguage was worthwhile.

L

Hie werer'f learrning +o understand Thf snpoken lanquane,
q n tdaq

F'didn't have encugh time f@‘gfudy the language as much as
should, : '

»"""w

My‘ia nquage. teacher advised me 1o drop.

a language,

i
urly

| preferred to s*ud, another subject instead



98,

99.
104,
101,
Q2.
103,
104,
105,
106.

107,

[08. -

109,

0.

115,

He,

117,

118,

119,

120,

121,

122,

58
| lost inferest in studying the Ianguage;
l didn't like working in the laG.

The teacher did most of the talking.

 was lazy and didn®™ study enough,

I didn't Itke the textbook,

There was too much emphasis on reading and writing.
 'didn't have good teachers.

The teacher didn't |{ke the class.

{ only intended to take it for this Iemé;

The teacher really didn't do much teaching.

All we did was watch television,

Another teacher advised me to drop.

| didn't want to study a language but had to and stopped as soon
as | could. B ’

The teacher did not seem to know the [énguage well,

The teacherts grading system was foo severe,

The teacher and | didn't get along.

The language was foo easy and didn't challenge me.

There was too much emphasis on speaking the language.

| wasn't permitted to study the .language | wanted to study.
[Vwas tired of The same teacher. , '

| had fo take another subject which conflicted with the language
course,

My parents advised me fo drop.
Thé‘répe%i%iaﬂ was boring.

| didn't like to study |iterature,

| bad a poor background for the next level.



<3, The Teacher didn't pay sufficient attention to problems cf
the individual. i ;
124. | preferred to take ancther subject which conflicted with {ho

langquage course,
: :

125, We didn't have much opportfunity to participate in class,
20, The quallity of instruction was poor,
27, There was too much tranc|a

128. We weren't learning fo speak the language,

129. | wasn't able-to become Fluent, which was my reason for studying
the language. o

130.  All we did was memorize dialogs. .
[31. 1 moved to high school frem junior high scheol and the high -
school teacher taught with different texts, methods, etc. .
132. | changed schools and the next course that | needed of the
v language was not available in the new school. 7
o B N =
13 .
g~
n N : S
< . L
@ i ¥ N
- -
Vi
= I

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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APPENDIX C .

PF’EQQ ES TO FORM |

Responces given 1o égéh individual question -in Form | follow with the

19 fthe number of students dasignating that part
o f aquestion as their answer. The percent fiqure dire cHy under-
meath is the total percentage of gTudPﬁ%q designating 7h;. part ot
‘e question as their answ=r.

FOREIGN LP‘ UAGE PTTITUDE QUEST IONNAIRL CFD Ry 1)

For questions one through ThiFTyﬁTWQ, mark ycur answer sheet after
weding the guesticn and its numbered answers. Complately f|li he
arcdg beiwean the pair of lines. 'f you change your m'ﬂd,*?lﬂiu your
Tirst mark completely.

b AaV? you evesn 5Tuéied a language a;her than Eﬂgfl%i outside ﬁf
school? 5 2

\lj’

. If "yes" under what circumstances? .
I while living abroad Z . in a language camp 3 at home
4 through television 5 other (If "no" skip this question.)

15
8%

]
e
homl J::.

Wnat are the reasons yau have never studied a fDrE|gﬂ IanguaggAinQ
school 7 Check all of the reasons.that apply to you by marking
Truc. Those that do not .apply mark 2 false.

— 'ur

L3

3. Hone of the schools | ave attended offeréd a foreign lanquage
course. , . :
) 60 1109
~5.6% 92 %

K

ES

4. | already know a ianguage @Thér than English, so there was no
need to study one in school. o

Fuo W
‘I%.‘I\

7 L . - - v 5 . . !j;

[N
E
W -

4,3

‘a'ﬁ
“»
"
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5, 7| pggfpéngd‘+aking a foreign Ianguag perhaps until [ater ir
high scheal or even in collage. : : ’

524 637 ' : o
43.8% 53, 3% o .

-é,-rND one ever Tsld me TD Take a foreign laﬁguaga,

4!5 756
34.7% 63.3%
7. if'was suggested to me that | fake a foreign language but | was
never convinced of ifs value. '
504 673
/ 42.2% 56.3%
8. There was n@T enough time to take a f@rencm iaﬁguage as | was
busy wah t00 many cithar courses | wanted or had to take.
700479
58.7% 40. 1%
9. | thought a foreign language course would be too difficult.
531 634
44.,4% 53.1%
0. I thought a foreign Iaﬁguaga course would not be worth the effort,
v 406 763 ‘ -
\ 34,03 63.8% : o
( | Ik, | did-not like the foreign. language teachers,
80 . 986
[5,1% 82.5%
12, | did not Ilke The way in which ﬁ@rengn Iaﬂguages were taught in
=, my ;Ch@ﬁl
167 4992 )
14,08 83.0% .
3. | wanted fé take a f@félgn Ianguagé but the cne | wanted was not
: nfféred in my school. .
242 926 \
8? 5é
O « .
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21,

22,

‘learn another language.

62

. My parents advised me not to take a foreign language.

125 1044
10, 5% 87.4%

My. friends didn't take a foreign language and so | didn't either.

194 973 -~
16.2% 81.4%

.My gradss in my English class were too low to allow me to enroll

for a foreign language.

243 920
20.3% 77.0%

| didn't have an high enough grade point average Tc allow me to

-enrol !l for a foreign }anguage

204 96|
17.1% 82.4%

| don't need a f:feign language for college entrance.

605 524
50.6% 43.8%

A counselor advised me not fto take a foreign language.

77 | 103
5,4% 92,3%
One or more of my +eachers adVIEEd me rot to take a foreign
language. :

90 1086
7.5% 90.9%

| feel that foreigners should speak English when they are inv
America and therefore there was no reason for ma o learn a

. foreign Ianguage

. 198 970
o Eé-é% 8l.2%
| WI|| never travel to a f@re&gn country and so I will not have to

=

192 976 .
16, 1% 81.7%

=
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25.  The occupation | have chosen does not require a foreign languaqe.
721 435
60,.3% 36, 4%
24, | can learn a foreign laﬁguagé faster when | get o the countfry
and therefore felt it a waste of Time to learn a foreign language
in school. i
205 960
17.2% 80.3%
25i The foreign language classes do not place enough emphasis on the
people, their culture and their civilization,
241 895
20.2% 74.9%

26, | didn't need the credit,
646 5
54.1% 42,

27, | do not know anyone who speaks a foreign language.

190 980
15.99 82.0%

28. + My chosen vocation dees not require a.foreign language.

253 507
21.29 75.9%
29. | am not ga!ng or fto college and therefore will not need a fmrsngn
ldnguage
404 747
33.8% 62.5%
30. | have a hard time memorizing and language ;Tudy is nothing but

memorization.

253 689
21.2% 57.7%

The %DII@Wlng are various skills that a foreign language course can
emphasize, ; Assuming that one day you might wish to take a fareagn
language course, which of these skills would you be interested In
learning? Rate each of them by marking one of the flve numbers on
your answer sheet as follows: .



31,

b
[

L]

ot

38,

Rate

great interest
' 4 neo
Being able to
speakaers of i
419
35,14

able to

[
)
I

L]

195
16.3%

Being able 1o

287
4.0%

Pt ff )

Being able to

180
15,18

Being able to
magailﬁes

newspapers,

228
19.1%
Being able to
€.g., business
310
25,9%

Being able to

Il.5%

Being able to

that language.

326
27.3%

the fD[iﬁwiﬁg

-4
2 some interest 5 very lifrle interest
interest 5  no opinion
engage in'an everyday conversation with native
hat lanquage.
479 I3l 88 06
40.1% 11.9% 7.4% 5.5%

listen fo news breadcasts in that language.

396 265 254 75
335,04 22,2% 21.3% 6.34%

enjoy films in the original language.

408 284 - {69 62
34,1% 20.4% 5.2%

(4.1%

read the classical literature in that language.

31 298 288 g5
26.0% 24,99 24,19 7.9%

read the current |iterature in that |language, 'e.Q.,
best sellers, o

232 ’ 69
. 5.8Y%

o

259
gz 29 21,?% 19,4%

write letters in that fanguage for various pLFPGSP ,
social. !

393 220 202 -5
32.9% 18.4% 16,9% 4,9%
write stories, articles, ef:!:in that language.

240 309 401 78
20.1% © 25.,9% 33.6% 6,59

speak on a giﬁaﬁ subject with a native speaker of

384 204 187 64
32.1% 17.1% 15, 6% 5.4% .

questions on your answer sheet as irdicated,

- .
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39. How well do you think you would be able to learn a foreign

language? S ; -
I very easy Z easy 3 not so easy . 4 not at all
: 5 no opinion
80 404 _ 568 47 88
6.7% 33.8% 47.5% 3.9% 7.4%

40. How likely d@ you fthink it s that you will one day be a fluent

speaker of a foreign |anguage? S
I very likely 2. possible 3 very uhllkeiy 4 no chance
5 no opinion ‘

1 443 366 191 77
9.3% 37.1% 30.6% 16.0% - 6.4%

4. How important do you think a fare;gn language could bBe to you. in
-your life?

| very important 2 important % not{so important
‘4 not at all ,2 no dpinion : ’
195 342 452 93 . 90
16.3% 28.6% 57.8% 7.8% 7.5%

42. Do you think our lack of Rncwledgé of foreign languages accauﬁfs
for many of our political difficulties abroad? :
I very likely 2 possible 3 very unlikely 4 no
5 no opinion ' '

143 457 234 204 . 128
12.0% - 38.2% 19.6% 17.1% I0i7%
43, How .impertant do you think it is for Amer|caﬂ5 to learn a foréign
language? '
| very Impcrtant Z2 important 3 not too important
4 not important at all 5 no opinion
180 440 414 . 50 96
15.1% . 36.8% 34.6% 4.2% 8.0%

Mark the fEl[DWIﬂg quas%lans on your answer sheet according to this
pattern: | vyes 2 no 3 no opinion

44, |f a special foreign language course had been available in which.

almost all the time had been spent on the sTudy Qf foreign culture

~in English, would you have taken [%?

265 599 293
22.2% 50.1% - 24,59

[



46,

47'!:

48.

49,

50.

51,

W
[N

Ho

Do you wish you could speak a foreign language !|ike a native
speaker? o
739 260 | 146 . ' : »
. 61,8% 20.8% - 12.2% _ ,

If you had to stay in another country for an extended period of
time, would you make a great effort fo learn, the language spoken

There even though you could get along in English?
863 154 123
72.2% 12.9% I

I'f a foreign language other than those already taught in your
schoo! had been offered, would you have taken {17

74 577 310
'2.9% 48,3%% 25,99

oM

I

I'f other teachers other than those now tezching foreign languages
had "faught the foreign language classes would you have taken one?

68 665 331

14.1% 55.6% 27.7%
Are you planning on taking a foreign language sometime in the
future? : ' _

532 364 2

6 4
44.5% 30.5% ~ 20.8%

Would you go out of your way to help or understand the problems
of a person who is not a native American?

722 139 271
. 60.4% N A 22.7%

Do you feel that taking a foreign language would make you more
tolerant or sympathetic toward foreigners? ’

515 - 382 263
43,1% 32,06 22.0%

Do you feel that people who come to America should speak Eng!ish?

447 390 319
37.4% p2.6% 26, 7%
!
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) In your judgment, to what extent do The fallowing puople coneier
foreign language study important? Mark-your answer sheet as 1oblows:
| extremely impecrtant. 2 important 3 not so important
4 unimpertant 5 no opinion
253, vyour parents
122 324 430 150 120
10.2% 27.1% T 36.0% 2008 10,04
94, ‘your friends
51 194 503 276 EN
4. 3% -6, 2% az.1% - 25.1% N )
55. your high school teachers other than foreign language teachers
186 3e8 275 87 2357
IE[Q% 32,0% 22.8% 7.3% 19.8%
56. society as a whole
78 312 44 . 168 S 7
6.5% 26.1% 36.9% 14,15 14.3%
57. vyourself
190 354 S04 173 T
15.9% 29.6% 30.5% 4.5% C6.4%
- 58, school administrators (principal)

f9g 419 209 - 96 . 235
16, 7% 35.10% . 17.5% 8.0% 19,

59, gehool counselors

184 456 224 87 222
15, 4% 38.,2% 18.7% 7. 3% 18,03

0. foreign language Teachers in your school

Ny 68 49 - 98
3% ' 5.7% 4.1% 8.2%

'ud

713 24
59,7% 20

&l. the school board

145 411 256 108 224
12,19 34.4% 21.4% 9.1% 18,7%




[

68
62. the superintendent of schools

156" 386 - ‘
13.1% 32.3% 19,2%

386 - 229 1os . 279
- B.&Y 2

[
’L -

To what extent are you in favor of the following? Mark the answers on
your answer sheet as fol lows: ' : )

I very much in favor 2 slightly in favor 3 neot in favor
63. beginning the study of a foreign Ianguagé in elementary s.huol
350 472 312
29.3% 39.5% 26.1%

64, having four years of foreign lahguage study in junior high and/or
high school . ) ,

229 472 478 .
19.2% 39.5% 35,8%

65. eliminating fthe teaching of foreign languages in American SSHDQIS\

€ 174 865
7.4% l4,6% TE.Q%

66. requiring that everyone take a foreign language in elemEﬁfary
school and continue with that same foreign Ianguage until
graduation from high school

69 . 160 837

5:5%' IBid% 7@!@%

67. requiring that evefygne take a foreign language at some time
during his schooling

165 254 - 692 “ T

4% 21,3% 59.9%
68. If you were to take a foreign language, which one would you
choose? | French. 2 German’ 3 Spanish 4 iLatin 5 other
25| 293 298 74 163
21,0% 24,5% 24.9% . 6.2% 13,6%
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- APPENDIZ D ' .
RESPOMZES TO FORM I
Respunses given tu each. individual questicn in Form PE fol lew ol The
top figure representing the number of students designating that part
of “the question as their answer. The pﬁrrgnf Fiqure directly undor-

neath s the total perconiage of students designating that pard of

"~ the quvgrudﬂ as fhgrr auswer,

‘xFQREiGH LANGUAGE ATTITUDE QUESTIONNAIRE (FORM 11)

This questionnaire is intended for students who have pravicusly buen
or are now enrolled in a forcign language course. This is not o test,
Your grades wi'll in no wa, Le atfected by your angwﬁxsi You are being
asked to fill odt this questionnaire to help foreign language ‘
educators provide a tforeign language curricilum of the highest quﬂlliw.
One kind of information 1iat would hel, them is an honest expression
of student opinicn on this matter,. Pleagéglefayaur.fru; teel ings. be
known. This is your chance to "tell it like it is" in your own mind,
Thank you for your :DDpera%iaﬁ- =

NOTE: Many of the questions make reference to speaking the foreign
‘aﬁguage and its use in travel, etc. |If the foreign language
you are studying -is Latin, ThEEe questions may not apply to
you.  You may skip them and answer The uTh?r questions That
are r;lavanf :

Read each question and its numbered. answers. "When you have decided
which answer you want to maké, blacken the correspending space on the
~answer shest. |[f you change y@ur mxnd erase your Firdt mark
completely, -

|.__WHE§h for@ign nquage are yau studying now (or hﬁVE -you studiad
' in-the past) - .
| French 2 4 Spaﬁish 5 ather
528 463 8 973 2
26, 1% 22.9% 0.4% 48, 0% - 0,6%

lf you are studying more than one foreign language, which other .
languages (other than the one |isted in question one) are you
studying (or have you sfudied), Skip this.question if it does

8]

not apply.

I French 2 German 3 Latin 4 Spanish 5 other
108 61 - 12 125 g
7. 3% 3.0% 0.6% 6. 2% 1,94
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Do you persconally know anyone (other +han your' lznguage teacher)
‘who.can-speak a language other than English? '
I yes 2 no |

6

1727 226
|.2%

' 85?3% I

Indicate whether or not each of the following Influenced you in the
choice of the foreign language you are studying. Mark your answer
sheet as fol lows: - I yes = 2 no

4. vyour parents

927 1040
45.8% 51.4%

5. your friend(s)

984 99t B .
©48.6% 149,28 |

6. your high school feacher

279 1665
'3, 8% 82.2%

7. your high school counselor

10 1833
5.4% 90. 5%

8. college entrance requirement

469 481 |
23.2% 73.1% -

9. wvocational requirements

326 . 163 . I
16.1% - 80.8% o

2

What were your reasons for choosing the foreign language you are
Efudyigg? - ' '

10, There was no other language aval|able tor study.
I true 2 false ;

272 1731
| 3. 4% 85,5%
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NOTE: !f you checked "true" skip to question 21. |f you checked

"false" answer questions |l through 20, Lo
For each item |isted below, rate the Impertance it had for you by - me
marking your answer sheet-as follows: . -

| very important 2 slightly important 3 unimportant

I, This language is prettier (sounds better, is.more musical, etc.) .
than others | could have taken. . :

209 699 861
10.3% - 34,5% 42,5% -

2. This language éE%$%§LEE§{EF than others I could-have taken,

385 7 e71
19,08 35.1% . 33,09

3. This language Se&méd*gf,greaf importance in today's world,

424 814 . 536
20.9% . 40.2% . 26.5%

4. This language wil | pr@babiy’be_useful in ge%#fﬁg a good job some |
day . ‘ o : :
a3l 691. . 654 ’
21.3% +  34,1% 32.3%

7

5. This language will be useful in my probable field of study, e.q.,

medicine, law, teaching, graduate work,
430 . 650 690"
21.2%  32.1% 34,19

16, | want to visit the country where the language is spoken,

1060 514 - 194
52.3% 25.4% - 9,6%

F

I7. 1 want to understand better the people who speak this language
and their way of |[ife, ;

680 761 333
33.6% 37.6% 16.4%

8. " This language will enrich my baikg%@und and braadEﬁ’ﬁy cultural
horizons. ¢ ‘ : :
T ,
171 o 704 298
38.1% 34.8% ~ 14.7%

S
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[9, This Ianguage is (or was at one fime) ;pgken by my relatives, or
per;@ﬁs whe are (or were) close to me, :
487 © 449 ! 829
24.0% 22.2% 40.9%
Z0. K%éwlédge of this language will add to my social status.
3551 626 787
17.3% 30.9% 38.9%

" The following are various skills that-a foreign language course can
emphasize. Rate the extent to which you are interested in Flch of
Them by marking your answer sheet as follows:
| great interest 2 some interest 3 no interest
21, being able to Eﬁgage In an everyday GOHVEFEETIGH with ﬂaTlva_.

speaher; @f this IﬁHQUﬁQE
_ \
941 830 225
46,5% 41.0% 1113
22. being able to. |lsten o news broadcasts in this language
397 896 709
19.6% ' ga.z%: . 35.0% :
S %, : ' .
23. being able Tﬁ'%ﬂjéy films-in the original language
618 850 523 A
. 30.! % 42,0% 25.8% '
.24, being able to Fééd the classical literature in this language
i i - ‘ .
434 832 729
. 21.4% 41,19 36.0%
25, being able to read the current, literature in Thla [language,..e, g., 
newspapers,’ magazlnes, best sellers 3y
609 . 878 ' EGQ R :
3@.1% 43,4% , 25 1% . '
26. benng able to write letters in this language for various purposes,
e.g., business, social . oo .
626 80| 570
30,9% 39.6% 28. 1%
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. 27. being able to write stories, arTizles,!e+q; in this faﬁgua§e 
273, . 706 1013
. 13.5% 34.9% 50.0% .
Indicate the. axtent To which you are satisfied with each of the -
. following aspezcts of your foreign !anguage courses by marking your
answer .sheet as follows:
I qulfe satisfied 2 fairly Saflgfléd 5 dissatisfied
HHZE; The type of sktlls (ll:fenlﬁg, Spéaklng, reading, writing) you
were taught in the course .
713 977 304 ' B
35,2% 48.2% 15,04
29. the Tex%b@@k% you have used
616 ‘ 954 428
30.4% 47.1% - 21.1%
30, +the classroom acf%viffeg :
836 773 395
41,3% . 38.2% 19.5%
31, the Iaﬂguagé laboratory (leave blank [f fhere is no Ianguage
laboratory)
- , = ~ ‘ . . *‘.
|83 : 3253 218
9.0% 16.0% 10.8% :
32. the homework you were assigned - C '
* 51y 950 . 53]
25,5% . 46.9% - 26.2%
33. the readings you weére éssigﬂéd R E | —
50 979 502 L .
25, 2% 48.3% 24,8% E :
34, The DuTs:d lopportunities you have had to pracf(cé‘*he language |
398 64) 951 |
19.7% SSIK?% _ 47,0%

35, the 1nfarmaf[aﬂ you received from yaur feacher as to haw yau were -
pragresslng in the language course

612 788 594
30.2% 38.9% . 29.3%



i. tne given for study
571 7 24| ©492
8. 2% 46,58 24, 3%
. TR thi fex rle personality®
448
22,28
the Teacher's abki ty to speak the language
1462 144
72.%% 7.1%
ability to heip you learn (his helpfulness)
651 412 f
al., availability for consultation outside the reqgular
i
wi, Tasner olaceg too mpuch emphesis on speaking
%iigl.

A v 70 Providod by ERIC o - S . )
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45. Would you Baye~!iked to spend more time discussing rhe cul fure
the people whose language you were studying?

958 820 23
47.3% 40.5% 11,48

75

Df

.46, Could you have ECLDmDIIEhéd more if the farélqn Igngu age  you tdok

had been organized in .a different way?

U"l

785 56 468
38, 37.

39 25.1%

w ~J
Lwn ~d

8%

47. Do you wish you could speaR 3, fSFEIQﬁ language |ike 3 native

speaker?
1695 <« 16y 127 -
82;7% 8,39 . 6,3%

48. If you had T@ stay i1 another couniry for an, extende period of

time, would you make a great effort to learn the |anguage spoken

There even +haugh you could get alaﬁg in English?

£

1662 150 - 185
82.1% 7i4% 9,19
49... How Imgprtant is it for Americans to learn f@relgn languages?
l ex*remeiy important 2 important 3 not so_ important
656 - 998 359 )
S2.4% 49,3% 17.7% -

‘50, Would you Say that the time you have spent in studying a f@FPIQD

language has been beneficial to you?

t definitely yes: 2 vyas 3 not sure. 4 no
527 . 728 . 515 245
26.0% 36.0% 25.4% [2.1% .

In your judgment, to what extent do the following people consider
~ foreign language study lmparfaﬁf? Mark your answers on the answer
sheet as feollows: o

| extremely important 2 important 3. not _so important

51. your Qarehfz

403 - 1019 - 576
7 19.9% ... 50.3% . 28.4%

7, —

52. your friends



Q 544 1378
. 5% C26.9% 68,0%

[

g [
\\\35. your high sctiool teachers other than foreign language 1encher

374 . 884 688
'18,5% 43,7% 34,.0%

24, society as a whol«
N

197

55. vyourself -

768 8o7 32|
37.9% 44,1% 15 9%

'L.M'\I‘

administrators (prinifpals)

LAl
o
o
0
jup
o
o

7 1032 - 57
1% - 5].0% 28.3%

— 'L_M‘

32
6.

57. school counselors

=

—b»l\

55 1003 801
7. 49,5% 29.7%

U‘h

28, ' yeur -foreign . nguage teacher

1491 349 142
73, 6% 17.24 7,08

59, the school board

259 | 046 .6
12.8% 51.7% 3

" 60, the 5gpéfin+end5ﬁ+ of sih@Dlé

273 . 99] 645
13.5% = -48.9% . 31.9%
To what extent are you in favor of the following? Mark your answer

sheets as fol lows: . o
| very much in favor .. 2 slightly in favor © 3 naot in favor
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£

the study of a foreign language in elementary school

£

o
o
el
W
-
u
o
w]

63. eliminating the teaching of foreign languages in American schools
63 195 1709
5.1% 9.5% . 84.4%.

64. "requiring that everyone *ake a foreign laﬁguagé at some time
during their schooling

432 ¢
21,3%

o 65. requiring that everyone begin a.foreign language in elementary
- . school and continuing’with that same foreign language until they
graduate from-high school

I8 312 1565.
5.3% S 15.4% - 77.3%
| am still stugying a;f@reign taﬁguagéa
I vyes ' :

T
v

[
-

[N

no

67. | plan fo continue my frreign Igﬁguége sTudy next year.
I yes .2 no

857 . 1045
42.3% °  5].6% -

If your answer was "yes" to both questions 66 and 67, do not complete
-the remainder of the quastionnaire. |[f your answer was "no" to either
of fthes. questions, please complete the remainder of the qusstionnaire,

I'f you answer is "no" please mark those reasons that contributed to
your decision not to centinue studying a foreign language as foliows:
| contributed greatly 2 contributed scmewhat 3 .did not

a ' ~ confribute




El

L9, The tanguage as 11 was Taugh? was not relevant and worihwhi o,

138 Ly L 56
by I ad LAY | ey 24
! ,}a __J,p] ;,IK“F s 22 il ._3(1?

69, There wasn'- enough emphasis on the people and Their c¢ivilization,

65 . 415 599
[5.9% 15, 50, 29

70. There wasn't enough emphasis on vocabulary and grammar,

71y | didn't like the teacher
374 278 533
. 28.5% 24 .4H§ 47.,0%

72. | would have preferred ;ﬁ@fher Iaﬁguége not offered in my-sghaaf_

172 208 . 752
15.2% 18,33 66. 3%

73, The language became more difficult, and | couldn't.keep up any.
‘ longer, . _ -

D.

L}
l:,T’l

217 - 378 : 5
18.8% .53.6% 4e.,

'«_TF!

5%

74, | Ehaﬂng schools, and the -language ! had studied.wasn!'f taught
in the new school ,
fS : 115
0% 10.2% 8

947
6%

‘r:,
‘LJJI J“—'*n

75. The feachef was tou Jependent on the text,

7 647
.6% 56,7%

H‘w

165 3z
l4.4% . 28

m\

76, We tried to cover too much foo fast,

0305 - 336 498
26.7% 29.4% 43, 6%




77. | didn*t need the credi+,

- |44 270 730
12,69 23. 6% 63.7%

/8, There was not enough opporfunity for individual practice in the
‘lab. :

159 246 667
14,8% 22.,9% 62,0%

79. There wasn'+t enough emphasis on Feadiﬂg and writing,

29 657
12, 7% 9,2% 58.3%
80, | had all the language | needed for cc «ge eiiirance,

92 ; 200 824
8,2% _17-9% . 73.8%

8. | wsnfed to. 5h|fch to another language which | Thaughf | would
o | {ke better, - '

94 |55 880 "
8.3% 13.7% - 77.6% ' '

82, The languagérpr@gram was not intensive enough,

144 298 . . 68F
12,89 26.4% 60.5%

83. The language was too hard for me.

155 332 . 634
i 13.5% . 29,7% 56.8%

84. There was too much-emphasis on grammar,

187 307 - . 634
16,78 27.28 56,71

85, The feacter could not maintain discipliﬁe;

197 24| 692 .
1,49 21.3% 61,09




Lo
Pyt

88,

90.

91,

94,

Thare was

272 - 332
24, 0% oy

ttudents from more than one course (fﬁr axomp l e,

too much memorizing.

529
de, 6%

x;t arish L1 and

V) were combined into one class period, and that wasn!'t very

satisfactcry.

100 163
9,19 14,79

839
75

m; *L_ v

The time necessary for language study was hurting my grades in

other subjects,

,4ﬂ' 2; B
12, 8% 26,0%

689

S 601

A guidance counselor advised me tn drop.

64 22
5.7% ID.S%

Theré was Too mugh dlffgrenca
Teaiherz '

106 227
9.4% 20.2%
The nexfgyear of the language
1o 112
F.@% 10.0%

as éasy to make good
|64 62
. 14.8% 23, 6%

I‘nJI I%Jl

8

T
ol

8
3%

(n Instruction by different
789
70.2%
wasn't offered in my school,

89]
79.8%

i grades without learning anything.

MJ\

683
61.4%

" just didn't feel any more language was worthwhile,

82 330
5 29;5%

&

501
44;9%

We weren‘f !earﬂlﬁg to LﬁdéFETEﬁd fﬁa spoken language

279 . /347
.25,0% izjizg

485
43,6%



=

} 95. | didn't have enough time to study the language as much as !
_ : should,

248 424 430
22.4% 38.4% 38,9% :

96. My language teacher advised me to drop,

35

.uwm
__m‘

I
Q% |

97, | ﬁféferfed to study another subject instead of a lar guage,
356 C 342 . 418
31,9% 30.6% o 37.4%

(v

98, | lost interest in sfudyiﬁg‘fhé l%ﬂguagé{ , : )

. 410 357 340
36, 9% 32,14 30.6%

99. | didn't Iike working In the lab.

86 173 759
8.4% 17,08 74.5%

100, The teacher did most of the +élking.

261 308 527
23. 8% 28, 1% 48.0%

- ﬂ'"-J \I‘*-J

10V | was lazy and didn't s*udy enough.

235 375 v 500

21,1% 33.7% 45,0%
102, | didn't like the textbook.

205 338 566

103, ThEFéVWES too much emphasis @ﬂ,rgadin;xéﬁd wEF%ingg

150 292. 655 - .
13.7% 26,6% - 59,7% : |

1Q4. | didn't have good teachers, b

25 257 538 RN

22,9% L2340 53,65 .o



‘ 82
105, The teacher didn't |i{ke The class.
161 215 73
14,5% 19,4% 66.0%
106. I only intended to take it for this long,
185 277 635 :
— 16.8% 2524 s57.8% — -
107, The teacher really didn't do much teaching.
LY 233 661 | ]
- 17.8% 21,4% 60, 6% :
108. All we did was watc' television,
69 14 906 -y
6.3% 10.5% 83.2% ,
109. - Anofher teacher advised me to drop.- \
51 107 - . 946
4,6% 9 7% 86.8% -~
110, | didn't want to sfudy a. language but had to and sfapped aggsaen
as | could. S
95 178 . 832
;ﬁ\\ Sié% IS;I% ' 75;——_3% ) ’ "
1. The feacher did not seem to know the language well.
83 174 828
7.6% 16.0% . 76.3%
2. The teacher's gradlﬂg 5ys+em was too severe.
138 286 669
[2.6% 26.1% 61.1%
113, The teacher and | didn't get along.
187 245 670 -
17.0% - 21,18~ 80.8%
S 114, The language was too easy and didn't haiiéngs me.

.57 Sy
}A ;lgﬁ_ww_m
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Mo,
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There w:

| wasn't permitted for study

o
%]

5
T

I
I

sl

!IEE

on speaking the lanquage,

=g
P

the language | wanted to study.

.

i
o A
7.4%

8

~ed el

1 was tired of the same Teocher.

186 214
'7iD5g I’Ci} £t

L

-

i had to take anothe-
course,

|66 $ 2
15.2% 2

6,7% 16.0%

subject which conflicted with the lan; -qe

7 ‘ ) -
%

g
7

o

I

510 -
47.0%

I didn't like to study |iteraturse. : !

154
12

[

[]{B:ﬁuui
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25, We didn'T have much opportunity

126, The quality ot instruction was poor,

W

w
M
N
L

]

2 , Q
20,3% - 23,72% 56.4%

bk

e N
was *oo much transla

o
L]
=
P

™

. . * 128, We werer't learning to speak The language. _ _ '

]

301

S0k 78,7

[
o

[N
\uﬂ(
[

dying

[

able to become fluent, which was my reason for st

iy
O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: B - . - o i .
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"ments are dEEFEEEIﬂg, in other districts They Femalﬂ about +h same,

"a foreign la
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“ERIC

APPENDIX E

1971 .

= »

TO: District Superintendents

T

' FROM: Elllot C. Howe, Spetiailst o : -

Foreign Language Edﬁgaji@n

2

|ﬂw

suBd E _ District Permission to Conduct Rese ‘arih on Student Afflfude -

i
' on F@retgn Language Instruction

. In some of The school dlsfr1c+s of Utah’ farelgn Ianguag% enrol |-

-

and’ ln a few They are IHCFEESIHQ

The Divisian of General Education has ,contracted with Mr, Lynn
Wood, teacher of German at South High School and graduate student of
Brigham Young Un;versnfy, to make a study of the opinions and attitudes
of secondary students in regard to foreign languages, I+ is planned

that - the: study sample be taken from every third senior. high school and

‘every fourth Junior filgh school ‘In the state, He will get reactions

fkom Junior and senior high school students who are presently studying
Fguage and -from those who have never studied or who have
studying a fDFEIgH languagei

Problem to be coﬁsidéred; Siﬂce fareign Iahguage énr@!lm9ﬁ+5 are -
decreasing in some schools of.the state and increasing in other schools,
what influence do ETudEﬁT ;plﬂEGﬁS, attitudes, and expectations have on
foreign language er =i lmcnts? '

l. vwhy do students study a ‘Qreagn languagej €.5., expectations,
motives?

Ind

e

think he shoulg study s
;w?éigﬁ languagt
age avaen Though
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: APPENDIX F -

The following Iist is a rank order of the ques+|an5 from the least
important reason for discontinuing foreign language stucy to the
most important reason. The percentage of students wh@ answered

"did not anTﬁlbuT’” for éach question is given. : k :

- ’ : . . Fercent Answering
Question 5 "did nut contribute"
109. Another teacher advised me T@ drop. R ' 86.8 T

132, | Chaﬂged schools and the nexT course that | needsd of

The language was ﬁDTjaVSIIED!E in the new school . 84.4 ;

74. | changed EChD;IQ; and the language |-~had ;*uﬂléd>wagn'f o i;jé ’
taught in the new. school.

7 89. A ggidaﬁte tDuﬁséléﬁ_acviseé me to érop!~ . 85.3
108. All we did was watct television. w s 83.2 |
96. My IanguégéifeachEﬁ adviséd me to drop. VV : 82.5
~91. The next year of the 1aﬁguagé wasn't off gf;d in my .

;:h@ﬁ! ‘ . R : 79.8 7

114, The !aﬂgﬁaée Qaa;fa@ easy. and Sian“frihajlehge‘ﬁeil ’ » ?8(5{

I3, DVE from juni
T 1 F ginar Taugh*”ﬁ?%h”"““

R

A .70 provided by ERIC . N




[ had a poor backgr@uné for the next level.

/
/
! ot
, Percent Answaring
Question . : "did net confribute”
90. There was too much difference in instruction vy
aitferent Teachers. 70. 2
Z
H15. There was 1oo much emphasis on speaking the language. e
72. | would have preferred ano*her langusgs not offered in -
my school. B6L3
t05. The feacher dign'ft I|k§ the class 6.0
125. We didn't have much app@rfun|+y Tu par%lglpaTe in class. 65,8
f21. | didn't like to study literature. RN 64.4
77 | didn't need the credit, £3.7
[17. | was tired of the same teacher. 65.4
127. - There was too much franslation. 6Z.06
76. There was not encugh opportunity for individual practice
in the lab. . 62.0
8. .| had to'take another subject which conflicted with the
language course. ©.2.0
92. |t was easy-to make gé@d grades wiThout learning
anything. 6l.4
88. The time necessary for lanauage study was hurting my
grades in other subjects. 61,1
I12. The teacher's grading systfem was tooc severe el.1
o5 T T THE Tteacher could notimaintaing gtlprﬂne T B0
|13. The teacher and | didn't get along. 60.8
B ¥
|107. The teacher really didn't do much teaching. 60.6
§2. The language progr.m was not intensive enough. 60.5
103. There was too much emphasis on reading and writing. 59.7
79. There wasn't. enough empnasis on reading and writing. 58.3
106. | only intended to take L% f@r this long. 57.8
122, 57.4
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I L e T T T S A S S T
Soheol Diarricts 10 Utah That Porsidcicaioed i iho Study

Alpims

! =
" School Districts in Utalh Where Fureign Langueges Are ot Taught
Daggetft Fark City
Garficld Pt
Crand Soutis Supmi b
vorth Zanpete Tintic
; &Y
school Districts in Utah Not Wanting to Participate in fhe Study
Cache Murray
l:-on Ogden
Jordan San Juan
. school Districts in Utah Not Used in the Study
Boaver - Morth Summit
Carbon Rich
. duchesrnie Sevier

- Q L | o
|
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